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Abstract of JP3262678 

PURPOSE:To prevent a fair printing using a 
used part or a fair printing with an unused part 
wound on the used side by a large amount by 
a method wherein after completion of a trial 
printing action, a control means controls a 
drive means on the basis of the judged result 
of a judging means so that the top part of an 
ink ribbon in an unused state is positioned on 
a head. CONSTITUTIONS first, an ink ribbon 
X that has been used once is taken up 
rearward and set, and a trial printing is 
conducted. After completion of the trial 
printing, while the ink ribbon X is fed forward, a 
sensor as a detection means 10 detects an 
unused part of the ink ribbon X. For example, 
when a light from a light emitting element 9a 
does not reach a light receiving element 9b, 
the appropriate part is judged to be unused. 
When the unused part of the ink ribbon X 
continues more than 100mm, a judging means 
1 1 judges that the ink ribbon X comes into an 
unused state. Then, a control means 12 
receives the judged result of the judging 
means 1 1 , drives the drive means 13 so that a 
printing head is positioned on the top of the ink 
ribbon X in an unused state, and feeds the ink 
ribbon X rearward by 100mm. 
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